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In a letter to the Bank of England today the Women's Engineering Society - the oldest 
organisation of women engineers in the world - have argued the case for keeping a 
woman on one of the UK's bank notes, suggesting that by choosing a woman who has 
excelled in a non-traditional role we would be sending out a great message to young 
people. 

Dawn Bonfield, WES's Vice President says "Young girls need to see that women can 
succeed in non-traditional roles, and we need to start celebrating the achievements of 
our pioneering women. We have suggested that one of our electrical engineers such as 
Caroline Haslett could be featured, or the pilot Amy Johnson. Both women have been 
past Presidents of the Women's Engineering Society. Ada Lovelace was another well 
known woman who has made it in a non-traditional career, and this is something we 
need to talk about and celebrate." 

Showing role models in this way will send a clear message to the whole population and especially to young girls that 
it’s not only men who have been successful in these technical careers, and that we need their input today more than 
ever. With a skills shortage in engineering forecast it is vital that we encourage girls to consider engineering as a 
career option. 

Next year the Women's Engineering Society will be 95 years old, and was formed originally by the women who took 
up engineering during World War One when the men were away at war. They will be celebrating this anniversary 
and also commemorating the start of WW1 with the launch of a National Women in Engineering Day on 23 June 
2014. They are calling for organisations and schools to put this date in their diary and start thinking of ways to 
celebrate our pioneering women in engineering and finding ways of encouraging the next generation of women to 
consider this exciting career. 

Editor’s Notes 
 

Women’s Engineering Society - Founded in 1919, the Women’s Engineering Society (WES) is a professional, not-
for-profit network of women engineers, scientists and technologists offering inspiration, support and professional 
development. 
Although the world has changed since a group of women decided to band together to create an organisation to 
support women in engineering, the need is still there. WES works in a number of ways to support women in STEM, to 
encourage the study and application of engineering, to promote gender equality in the workplace, and to award 
excellence and encourage achievement through our awards and grants schemes. www.wes.org.uk  

Caroline Haslett was an electrical engineer, first secretary and later President of WES in 1940. She campaigned at the 
time for electricity to be used more widely in the household, thus releasing women from manual household chores 
and freeing up their time to allow them to contribute to the workforce. She was an adviser to Government on 
employment for women. The picture of Caroline Haslett is from the WES archive held at IET Savoy Place and can be 
reproduced by contacting the IET Archive on archives@theiet.org.  

Amy Johnson was President of WES between 1935-1937 and is the UK's most famous female aviator, after having 
been the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia in 1930 her Gypsy Moth, which she achieved at the age of 
26. Her flying career began in 1928 and other triumphs included becoming the first female ground engineer licensed 
by the Air Ministry, and being awarded the C.B.E. for her flying achievements. 

Ada Lovelace, born in 1815, is often referred to as the first computer programmer and is celebrated today through 
the Ada Lovelace Day. Ada Lovelace Day is about sharing stories of women — whether engineers, scientists, 
technologists or mathematicians — who have inspired you to become who you are today. The aim is to create new 
role models for girls and women in these male-dominated fields by raising the profile of other women in STEM. 
http://findingada.com/  
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For further information contact Dawn Bonfield, The Women’s Engineering Society, Six Hills Way, Stevenage 
Herts. SG1 2AY, office@wes.org.uk, Tel. 01438 765506 www.wes.org.uk  
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