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MP becomes patron of Women’s 

Engineering Society 

Meg Munn MP has become patron of the Women’s Engineering Society, the oldest women’s engineering 

group in the world which works towards increasing gender diversity in engineering.  

The MP will be working with the Women’s Engineering Society 

(WES) to help ensure that more female students from science, 

technology, engineering and maths (STEM) subjects go on to 

careers in the professions after graduating, as currently less than 

half of STEM graduates do so.  The Society will also be working 

with the MP to support companies and organisations to increase 

gender diversity, and to launch a new awareness day to celebrate 

Women in Engineering in June 2014, which will mark the 95th 

anniversary of the Women’s Engineering Society. Meg Munn MP 

said:  

“I am delighted to become patron of the Women’s Engineering Society and I am looking forward to working 

with them to address some of the issues facing women in STEM.  We know that the new innovations that 

will help us all to live longer and improve our quality of life will come from the next generation of scientists, 

technologists and engineers.  Yet, we know that there are job vacancies in these fields, where women 

continue to be underrepresented.  The work of the Women’s Engineering Society will play a vital role in 

ensuring that these issues are addressed as they are important for us all.”  

Dawn Bonfield, WES Vice President, said:  

“We know that more women are needed in engineering to increase the thought diversity that is necessary 

to solve the global engineering challenges we face as a society.  One of the challenges is to get the message 

over to the younger generation of girls that engineering is a great career to follow.”  

For more information on the Women’s Engineering Society please visit:  www.wes.org.uk 

ENDS 

Pictured (left to right):  Milada Williams (WES President), Meg Munn MP, Dawn Bonfield (WES Vice 

President)  

Notes for Editors: 

1. Founded in 1919, the Women’s Engineering Society (WES) is a professional, not-for-profit network 

of women engineers, scientists and technologists offering inspiration, support and professional 

development. 

 

2. Although the world has changed since a group of women decided to band together to create an 

organisation to support women in engineering, the need is still there. WES works in a number of 

ways to support women in STEM, to encourage the study and application of engineering, to 

http://www.wes.org.uk/


promote gender diversity in the workplace, and to award excellence and encourage achievement 

through our awards and grants schemes.   For more information visit:  www.wes.org.uk  

 

3. WES has four other Patrons: Professor Dame Ann Dowling, Sir Robert Malpas, Professor Patrick 

Dowling CBE, and Baroness Helena Kennedy QC. 

 

4. Meg Munn MP recently gave the Eleanor Macdonald lecture at Leeds University for International 

Women’s Day, in which she said:  “My passion for getting and keeping women in Science, 

Engineering, and Technology (SET) springs not from my own background, but from a desire to 

achieve gender equality in these important fields, combined with a conviction that Britain can lead 

in the great discoveries and technological advances that will determine our future.”   To read the 

full lecture please visit:  http://www.megmunnmp.org.uk/press-view-

entry.asp?type=Views&id=444  

 

5. Meg Munn MP is MP for Sheffield Heeley.  She recently edited Unlocking Potential: perspectives 

on women in Science, Engineering & Technology; a collection of essays exploring what is holding 

girls and women back and what can be done.  To read Unlocking Potential please visit: 

http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/file/Women%20in%20SET.pdf  

 

For more information on Meg Munn MP’s work in STEM please contact Joanne Wilson, Parliamentary 

assistant, Tel – 0114 258 2010 or Email – joanne.wilson@parliament.uk 

For more information about the Women’s Engineering Society please contact Dawn Bonfield, Tel. 01438 

765506 (part time office) or mobile 07881905520 or Email – office@wes.org.uk  
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