
Elaine Greaney Wins Prestigious Karen Burt Award for Chartered 

Engineer 
20 September 2014 
The Women's Engineering Society is delighted to announce the winner 
of the Karen Burt Award 2014 as the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology's candidate Elaine Greaney. This prestigious annual award 
for a newly chartered woman engineer, now in its 16th year, recognises 
the candidate's excellence and potential in the practice of engineering, 
highlights the importance of Chartered status, as well as offering 
recognition to contributions made by the candidate to the promotion of 
the engineering profession.  
 
Elaine Greaney, the 2014 winner, is a lead Systems Engineer for Qinetiq, 
working on electric systems for spaceflight. One of the projects that Elaine is proud to have worked 
on is the thruster design for the European Space Agency's mission to send a spacecraft to the planet 
Mercury in 2016, where she worked with a team of six engineers. Elaine's ambition is to be the lead 
engineer for a large spacecraft mission. She is also a keen promoter of engineering to the next 
generation, and regularly acts as a role model at STEM careers events at local schools and events 
organised by the IET. 
 
Elaine says of winning the award "I am honoured to receive this award that recognises the 
achievements of female engineers, and I hope to use the support of the WES to publicise the 
number of exciting science and engineering career opportunities available to young people. I would 
also like to thank my employer QinetiQ for the opportunities that I have received during my career 
so far, and for their continued support with my outreach activities.” 
 
The Women's Engineering Society has a number of different mechanisms for supporting women in 
engineering, and through this award it recognises the importance of ensuring that women  gain 
professional recognition of their achievements as early in their career as possible.  
 
Linda Maynard, chair of the judges said "The candidates for the Karen Burt Award 2014 were of the 
usual exceptional standard with three nominees scoring very similar marks with the four judges. 
Elaine however proved to just have the edge and the judges were unanimous in considering her a 
very worthy winner of the award." 
 
The award will be presented to Elaine on 29 October at a Prestige Lecture in London given by 
Professor Dame Ann Dowling, where Professor Dowling, Patron of WES, will talk about her 
engineering research work giving a lecture entitled 'Towards a Silent Aircraft' and will also give some 
insights into her historic Presidency of the Royal Academy of Engineering as the first woman 
President.  
 

Notes to Editors 
The Women’s Engineering Society  
Founded in 1919, the Women’s Engineering Society (WES)is a professional, not- 
for-profit network of women engineers, scientists and technologists offering inspiration, support and  
professional development. Although the world has changed since a group of women decided to 
band together to create an organisation to support women in engineering, the need is still there. 
WES works in a number of ways to support women in STEM, to encourage the study and application 

http://www.wes.org.uk/karen-burt-award
http://www.wes.org.uk/anndowling


of engineering, to promote gender equality in the workplace, and to award excellence and 
encourage achievement through our awards and grants schemes. www.wes.org.uk Twitter: 
@wes1919 
 
The Karen Burt Memorial Award was first presented in 1999 and is given each year to a  newly 
Chartered woman in engineering, applied science, and IT. “The award recognises the candidate’s 
excellence and potential in the practice of engineering and highlights the importance of Chartered 
status, as well as offering recognition to contributions made by the candidate to the promotion of 
the engineering profession. One candidate is able to be nominated annually from each of the 
Professional Engineering Institutions and that candidate represents the best newly qualified 
chartered engineer from that Institution. 

Dr Karen Burt was a WES Council member who campaigned to improve the recruitment and 
retention of women in science and engineering. She joined British Aerospace Systems at Stevenage 
as project engineer for scientific satellites and progressed to Senior Systems Engineer before 
developing an interest in management in the Total Quality Environment, and subsequently 
becoming Business Acquisition Manager. Karen was instrumental in the establishment 2 October 
2012of the Centre for Advanced Instrumentation Systems at University College, London, but her 
career at UCL was cut tragically short by a stroke.  

Institution of Engineering and Technology, IET 
The IET is one of the world’s largest engineering Institutions with nearly 160,000 members in 127 
countries. It is also the most multidisciplinary – to reflect the increasingly diverse nature of 
engineering in the 21st century. Energy, transport, manufacturing, information and communications, 
and the built environment: the IET covers them all.  
The IET is working to engineer a better world by inspiring, informing and influencing our members, 
engineers and technicians, and all those who are touched by, or touch, the work of engineers. 
We want to build the profile of engineering and change outdated perceptions about engineering in 
order to tackle the skills gap. This includes encouraging more women to become engineers and 
growing the number of engineering apprentices. 
Interview opportunities are available with IET spokespeople from a broad range of engineering and 
technology disciplines including cyber-security, energy, engineering skills, innovation, 
manufacturing, technology, transport and women in engineering. 
 
For more information, visit www.theiet.org  Follow the IET on Twitter. 
 
Tickets to the Prestige Lecture and presentation of the Karen Burt Award on 29 October 2014 at 
IMechE, 1 Birdcage Walk, London can be booked here https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/prestige-
lecture-by-professor-dame-ann-dowling-and-2014-karen-burt-award-presentation-tickets-
13042924739. All welcome. Free of charge. 
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